|  The Allies Advance

Battle of Stalingrad
1942-1943

Germans try to take
Stalingrad. Russian troops
and freezing weather force

their surrender.

[ Battle of El Alamein
1942

‘ British drive back German

ks | advances. This leads to

German surrender of
African lands.

Battle of Midway

1942 !

United States Navy sinks four |
Japanese aircraft carriers and

destroys hundreds of airplanes. |

Major Japanese offensive is i

turned back. |

Invasion of Normandy | ' 4 'nvaSi$9"4gf italy
(D-Day) 1944
Allied troops land on beaches

Off NorIr:nandy.fThengo on:to Italy. Hitler is forced to send
o0 FISnCQ WO aormman troops to help Italy fight

| control. the Allies.

British and American forces
land in Sicily and go on into

The Allied leaders agreed even before the attack on Pearl Harbor on a
strategy to defeat the Axis powers. The American and British planners decided
that they must defeat the German and Italian armies first, and then send a
combined force to battle the Japanese. Therefore, a 75/25 policy came to be.
75% of all Allied soldiers, materials and money went to Europe to face the Nazi
threat, leaving the remaining 25% to battle the Japanese in the Pacific. To
defeat the powerful German army, a second and third “front” (area of fighting)
must be opened. The logic was that if we make Hitler fight in more than one
place he will be forced to split his powerful army and be significantly
weakened. Another key to defeating the Germany army was through the air.
The Allies felt that we must use our overwhelming air forces to bomb German
held cities, factories, and farms thus destroying the Nazis’ ability to produce
weapons and equipment for their armies.




